
201407447 
Colin McGuire 

This case involves the well-publicized arrest of Ronald Johns in the 125th Street subway station. 
Officers suspected Mr. Johns of theft of services, and in the subsequent arrest he was held in a 
chokehold, as captured by a witness video and later replayed in news stories. 

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/nypd-chokehold-video-subway-farebeater-police-
custody/685404/

During his CCRB interview, PO McGuire stated that his arm never made contact with Mr. Johns’s 
neck, despite the fact that his arm is clearly around Mr. Johns’s neck in the video and despite the fact 
that PO McGuire had confirmed in his IAB interview that the video showed his arm around Mr. 
Johns’s neck). 

The CCRB found that PO McGuire had used an illegal chokehold and had made a false statement 
when he stated his arm was not around Mr. Johns’s neck. 

After a trial, an NYPD administrative law judge recommended that PO McGuire be forced to forfeit 
20 vacation days. Police Commissioner O’Neill lowered that punishment to 15 days. 



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Colin Mcguire 15518 TB DT04

2. POM Wayne Roach 04775 TB DT04

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  POM Colin Mcguire Force: PO Colin McGuire used physical force against 
.

A .  

B .  POM Wayne Roach Force: PO Wayne Roach used physical force against  
.

B .  

C .  POM Colin Mcguire Force: PO Colin McGuire used a chokehold against  
.

C .  

D .  POM Colin Mcguire Other: PO Colin McGuire intentionally provided a false 
official statement to the CCRB.

D .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force ¨ Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Laura Kastner            Squad #6                      
          

201407447 ¨ Abuse ¨ O.L. ¨ Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Mon, 07/14/2014   4:34 PM 25 01/14/2016 1/14/2016

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Wed, 07/23/2014   3:37 PM CCRB In-person Wed, 07/23/2014   3:37 PM

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION
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CCRB Case # 201402395 

CCRB – Confidential 

Case Summary 

This case was deemed sensitive and has received extensive news coverage (encl. A1-A54). At 

approximately 4:34 p.m. on July 14, 2014,  was stopped by PO Colin McGuire and 

PO Wayne Roach for entering the 125th Street 4/5/6 Subway Station in Manhattan without paying 

his fare. Video footage of the subsequent struggle was obtained and shows PO McGuire and PO 

Roach using physical force against  (Allegations A and B) and PO McGuire placing 

 in a chokehold (Allegation C). Additionally, the investigation determined that PO 

McGuire intentionally provided a false official statement to the CCRB (Allegation D). 

Mediation, Civil and Criminal Histories 

This case was not mediation eligible. Neither  nor  have filed a Notice of 

Claim with the City of New York as of December 23, 2014, more than two months past the filing 

deadline, with regard to this incident.  court case regarding this incident remains open. 

As per the Manhattan criminal clerk’s office, a still active bench warrant was issued for him on 

.  has no prior convictions within the past 10 years (encl. H1-H6). 

Civilian and Officer CCRB Histories 

•  and  have no prior CCRB histories (encl. D2).

• PO McGuire, a seven-year-member-of-the-service, has two prior cases, each with one

truncated allegation, but no substantiated allegations against him (encl. C1). In CCRB case

number 201309280, as per the IAB log and witness phone statements, PO McGuire and PO

Roach ejected an allegedly intoxicated homeless man from the 125th Street 4/5/6 Subway

Station. When the man walked toward the side of PO McGuire where he holstered his gun,

PO McGuire allegedly “body slammed” him and PO McGuire and PO Roach each allegedly

punched him in the face multiple times. The man became unconscious and sustained a head

contusion and possible bleeding to the brain.

• PO Roach, an eight-year-member-of-the-service, has two prior cases, including the one

mentioned above and one with a substantiated physical force allegation against him (encl.

C2). In CCRB case number 201107052, it was determined that PO Roach forcefully ejected a

man from the 125th Street 4/5/6 Subway Station by pushing him through a turnstile as the

man offered no physical resistance. That investigation was unable to determine whether PO

Roach punched the man in the face multiple times as alleged. The Board recommended that

PO Roach receive charges, but the NYPD declined to prosecute the case.

Civilian Statements 

Video Footage (encl. F5-F7). 

Video footage of this incident was provided to the CCRB by ,  

 (a 54-second-cell phone video), and obtained via numerous media outlets (a two-

minute-and-thirty five-second video). Pertinent aspects of the videos, which were taken from 

different vantage points, are noted below: 

•  resists arrest by tensing his arms and body and by protecting his head from PO 
McGuire’s blows with his arms. As PO McGuire maintains hold near and on  
neck,  tries to pull PO McGuire’s arm/hand off of him. Throughout the struggle, 

 is given multiple orders to stop resisting and to place his hands behind his back.

• PO Roach pulls one of  legs back with his hands and “leg sweeps”  
other leg to bring him to the floor.  places his right leg on top of PO Roach’s foot 
and PO Roach steps on  leg with his free foot. PO Roach places his body weight 
against  as he removes his handcuffs. After handcuffing  right arm, 

and
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Witness(es) Home Address 

Complainant/Victim Type Home Address 

Officer(s) 

A . POM Colin Mcguire 

Allegation 

Force: PO Colin McGuire used physical force against 
Ronald Johns. 

Force: PO Wayne Roach used physical force against Ronald 
Johns  

Force: PO Colin McGuire used a chokehold against Ronald 
Johns  

Other: PO Colin McGuire intentionally provided a false 
official statement to the CCRB. 

Investigator Recommendation 

A . Substantiated 

B . POM Wayne Roach B . Exonerated 

C . POM Colin Mcguire C . Substantiated 

D . POM Colin Mcguire D . Other Misconduct 

CCRB INVESTIGATIVE RECOMMENDATION 
 

Investigator: 

Laura Kastner 

Team: 

Squad #6 

CCRB Case #: 

201407447 

 Force  Discourt.  U.S. 

 Abuse  O.L.   Injury 

Incident Date(s) 

Mon, 07/14/2014 4:34 PM 

Location of Incident: 
 

 

Precinct: 

25 

18 Mo. SOL 

01/14/2016 

EO SOL 

1/14/2016 

Date/Time CV Reported 

Wed, 07/23/2014 3:37 PM 

CV Reported At: 

CCRB 

How CV Reported: 

In-person 

Date/Time Received at CCRB 

Wed, 07/23/2014 3:37 PM 
 

 

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command 

1. POM Colin Mcguire 15518 944793 TB DT04 

2. POM Wayne Roach 04775 940645 TB DT04 
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POLICE OFFICER COLIN MCGUIRE 

Appearances: 
For CCRB-APU: 

For the Respondent: 

Hearing Date: 
March 21, 2016 

Decision: 

Nichole Junior, Esq. 
Ci...,1lian Complaint Review Board 
100 Church Street, 10th floor 
New York, NY 10007 

John Tynan, Esq. 
Worth, Longworth, & London, LLP 
111 John Street Suite 640 
New York, NY 10038 

Specification 1: Not Guilty 
Specification 2: Guilty 
Specification 3: Not Guilty 
Specification 4: Not Guilty 

Trial Commissioner: 
ADCT Jeff S. Adler 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION 

The above•named member of the Department appeared before me on March 21, 2016. 

2 

Respondent, through his counsel, entered a plea of not guilty to the subject charges. CCRB 

called David Griffith as a v,ritness and introduced video footage of the incident. Respondent 

testified on his own behalf. A stenographic transcript of the trial record has been prepared and is 

available for the Police Commissioner's review. 

DECISION 

After reviewing the evidence presented at the hearing, and assessing the credibility of the 

witnesses, I find Respondent guilty of Specification 2 for using his forearm to place an individual 

in a chokehold, and not guilty of the remaining specifications. 
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